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INTRODUCTION

This attorney discipline matter arises out of formal charges consisting of one count filed

by the Office of Disciplinary Counsel ("ODC") against Katherine M. Guste ("Respondent"), bar
roll number 23486. ODC alleges that Respondent violated the following Rules of Professional
Conduct: Rule 1.16(d) (failure to provide an accounting, return an unearned fee, and return the
client's file) and Rule 8.4(a) (violating or attempting to violate the Rules of Professional

Conduct).1
PROCEDURAL HISTORY

ODC filed formal charges against Respondent on July 16, 2014. By letter dated July 21,

2014, the formal charges were sent to Respondent's primary registration address via certified

mail.2 The charges were received and signed for at the primary address on or before July 23,

2014. Respondent failed to file an answer to the charges within the time period allowed by

Louisiana Supreme Court Rules XIX, §11(E)(3).3 Accordingly, ODC filed a motion to have the

1See the attached Appendix for the text of the Rules.

2Respondent's primary registration address is2901 N. Causeway Blvd., Ste. 208, Metairie, LA 70002.
3 This rule states:

The respondent shall file a written answer with the Board and serve a copy on disciplinary counsel
within twenty (20) days after service of the formal charges, unless the time is extended by the
chair of the hearing committee. In the event, Respondent fails to answer within the prescribed
time, or the time as extended, the factual allegations contained within the formal charges shall be
deemed admitted and proven by clear and convincing evidence. Disciplinary Counsel shall file a
motion with the chair of the hearing committee to which the matter is assigned requesting that the
factual allegations be deemed proven with proof of service of the formal charges upon the
respondent. The order signed by the hearing committee chair shall be served upon respondent as

provided by Section 13C. Within twenty (20) days of the mailing of the order of the hearing
committee chair deeming the factual allegations contained in the formal charges proven, the

